
Summer 2019 
 
Dear parents, guardians, and incoming sixth graders:  
 

Research tells us that the more children read, the better they read, 

and the more children read outside of school, the better they perform in 

school. Learning is a year-round endeavor and summer vacation presents 

unique opportunities for increased learning.  

Attached, you will find a suggested list of books to read over the 

summer. We encourage you to look over the book titles and their 

descriptions. Choose a book you think you may enjoy reading this summer. 

You may pick one or more to read over the break. In the fall, the 6th grade 

students in Leonia and in Edgewater will meet for a book chat on one of 

these books.  

In addition to one or more of these books, we also encourage you to 

choose other books that you are interested in reading and share them with 

us when you arrive at L.M.S. in September.  

We look forward to meeting you soon. Enjoy your reading!  

 
Sincerely,  
 
The Sixth Grade Teachers  
   



LMS 6TH GRADE SUMMER READING LIST  
 
Flipped by Wendelin Van Draanen  
Level U  
From their first meeting in 2nd grade through 7th grade, a young girl pursues her 
sweetheart, Bryce, but everything turns upside down the following year, when Bryce becomes 
the pursuer and she finally starts losing interest. OTHER FORMATS A  
 
Crash, by Jerry Spinelli  
Level V  
Seventh-grader John "Crash" Coogan has always been comfortable with his tough, aggressive 
behavior, until his relationship with an unusual Quaker boy, Penn Webb, and his 
grandfather's stroke make him consider the meaning of friendship and the importance of 
family.  
 
The Westing Game by Ellen Raskin  
Level V  
A bizarre chain of events begins when sixteen unlikely people gather for the reading of 
Samuel W. Westing’s will. And though no one knows why the eccentric, game-loving 
millionaire has chosen a virtual stranger—and a possible murderer—to inherit his vast 
fortune, one thing’s for sure: Sam Westing may be dead…but that won’t stop him from 
playing one last game!  
 
City of Ember, by Jeanne DuPrau  
Level W  
The city of Ember was built as a last refuge for the human race. Two hundred years later, 
the great lamps that light the city are beginning to flicker. When she finds part of an 
ancient message, Lina is sure it holds a secret that will save the city. She and her friend 
Doon must decipher the message before the lights go out on Ember forever! This stunning 
novel offers refreshingly clear writing and fascinating, original characters.  
 
 
A Long Walk to Water 
Level W 
A Long Walk to Water begins as two stories, told in alternating sections, about a girl in 
Sudan in 2008 and a boy in Sudan in 1985. The girl, Nya, is fetching water from a pond that 
is two hours' walk from her home: she makes two trips to the pond every day. The boy, 
Salva, becomes one of the "lost boys" of Sudan, refugees who cover the African continent on 
foot as they search for their families and for a safe place to stay. Enduring every hardship 
from loneliness to attack by armed rebels to contact with killer lions and crocodiles, Salva is 
a survivor, and his story goes on to intersect with Nya's in an astonishing and moving way. 
 



Freak the Mighty by Rodman Philbrick  
Level W  
“I never had a brain until Freak came along. . .” That's what Max thought. All his life he'd been 
called stupid. Dumb. Slow. It didn't help that his body seemed to be growing faster than his 
mind. It didn't help that people were afraid of him. So Max learned how to be alone. At least 
until Freak came along. Freak was weird, too. He had a little body — and a really big brain. 
Together Max and Freak were unstoppable. Together, they were Freak the Mighty 
 
Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie by Jordan Sonnenblick  
Level X  
Thirteen-year-old Steven has a totally normal life: he plays drums in the All-Star Jazz band, 
has a crush on the hottest girl in the school, and is constantly annoyed by his five year-old 
brother, Jeffrey. But when Jeffrey is diagnosed with leukemia, Steven's world is turned 
upside down. He is forced to deal with his brother's illness and his parents' attempts to keep 
the family in one piece.  
 
 
 
 


