
LEONIA HIGH SCHOOL 

2018 SUMMER READING PROGRAM 

Directions and Expectations: 
Research shows that the ability to read critically improves with consistent practice. Thus, students who read during the 

summer more likely will improve their ability to read than those who don’t. To help students improve as readers, Leonia 

High School has developed a summer program which gives them considerable choice in selecting a book on a topic 

which genuinely interests them. Our summer reading program aims to promote literacy, improve academic achievement, 

build vocabulary, and encourage reading for enjoyment.  

Students will select a book on the list from one of the subjects on their 2018-2019 course schedule. The reading list will 

be available on the LHS website. During the summer, students are to read and encouraged to annotate the book of their 

choice, taking notes in the margins, highlighting, and using a reading log to record thoughts and questions about subject, 

character, setting, plot, and main ideas to prepare for an informal oral assessment in September. If the book is borrowed 

from a library, students should use post-its instead of writing in the book.  

During the second week of September, students will meet with a teacher for a brief discussion about the book—a Book 

Chat.  

 Students can gain or lose as many as five points toward the first marking period grade for the subject 

corresponding to their choice of book or for English. Students who do not choose to read or earn a 

minus 5 will lose five points from their first marking period grade in English. 

 Any student who selects a Physical Education book receives positive or negative points in Health for the 

marking period in which the student is scheduled for Health. 

 Please note: books on the summer reading list do not substitute for reading assigned for Advanced 

Placement classes. 

Students will select a summer reading book electronically on the LHS website on or before Friday, May 25, 2018. The 

following important conditions also should be noted: 

 Students who enroll at LHS after Moving Up Day in June prior to August 1st must inform Dr. Bertolini 

before August 1 at bertolini@leoniaschools.org. 

Students who wish to change their reading selection during the summer must inform Dr. Bertolini before August 1 at 

bertolini@leoniaschools.org. If a student wants to change a book during the summer, the book must still be available to 

select. The only way to ensure a new book is available is to email Dr. Bertolini immediately and receive a confirmation of 

the book change directly from Dr. Bertolini. 

 No student may change a book after August 1—no exceptions will be permitted. 
 Students who register after August 1st and prior to August 21st will have until September 30th to 

complete their summer reading.  
 Students who register after August 21st will not have a summer reading assignment and/or chat.  
 No more than 12 students may choose any one book.  

 



ART 

1. Vincent and Theo: The Van Gogh Brothers by Deborah Heiligman 

The deep and enduring friendship between Vincent and Theo Van Gogh shaped both brothers' lives. Confidant, 

champion, sympathizer, friend―Theo supported Vincent as he struggled to find his path in life. They shared everything, 

swapping stories of lovers and friends, successes and disappointments, dreams and ambitions. Meticulously researched, 

drawing on the 658 letters Vincent wrote to Theo during his lifetime, Deborah Heiligman weaves a tale of two lives 

intertwined and the extraordinary love of the Van Gogh brothers.  

2. Banksy in New York by Ray Mock 

Banksy in New York offers a first-hand account of his residency: the defacement and removal of his pieces, reactions 

from neighbors and building owners and interactions between Banksy's fans and foes. The author draws on his extensive 

knowledge of street art and graffiti in New York to assess the impact of Banksy's work from a cultural and art-historical 

perspective. Mock is as much a fan as a critic of the artist's work and delivers his account in the form of a personal 

narrative that is by turns insightful and humorous, paying homage to Banksy's wit and creativity while challenging the 

artist and his detractors to consider the true impact of his work. The hardcover edition of Banksy in New York features 

over 140 photos and illustrations on 128 pages as well as a new foreword by Brooklyn Street Art founders Jaime Rojo 

and Steven P. Harrington.  

3. Life with Picasso, by Francoise Gilot and Carlton Lake 

Francoise Gilot met Picasso during the German occupation of Paris: she was 21; he was 62. For nearly a decade Gilot 

shared her life with this giant of the art world, giving birth to two of his children, working as his model, and sharing his 

world. This candid, vivid memoir takes readers behind the Picasso legend to meet the man. 

MARKETING & BUSINESS 

1. Buyology, by Martin Lindstrom 

Buyology is the result of the author’s three-year neuro-marketing study on 2,081 people to identify the effects of brands, 

logos, commercials, advertisements, and products on them. The study was funded by seven corporations, including 

GlaxoSmithKline, Hakuhodo, Fremantle, and Martin Lindstrom. The study evaluates the effectiveness of logos, product 

placement and subliminal advertising, the influence of our senses, and the correlation between religion and branding.  

2. Dollars and Sense - by Dan Ariely and Jeff Kreisler 

We think of money as numbers, values, and amounts, but when it comes down to it, when we actually use our money, 

we engage our hearts more than our heads. Emotions play a powerful role in shaping our financial behavior, often 

making us our own worst enemies as we try to save, access value, and spend responsibly. In Dollars and Sense, 

bestselling author and behavioral economist Dan Ariely teams up with financial comedian and writer Jeff Kreisler to 

challenge many of our most basic assumptions about the precarious relationship between our brains and our money. In 

doing so, they undermine many of personal finance’s most sacred beliefs and explain how we can override some of our 

own instincts to make better financial choices.  

English 9 or 10 

1. Turtles All the Way Down by John Green  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1_hEKeEyda_zKhir9SJkl_N8xZtpvlqKUD8H-W4QmgEs
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1t5xCDBpjDe_wifjLVVejHzqwLj-GbpieCORkK1k0w_U
https://drive.google.com/open?id=19m5nujDj6OO5nOUJsTjGQmdODPsQYah2g5bXq2nv3nU
https://goo.gl/forms/BTg07TarRXQsdyS03
https://goo.gl/forms/SVhSISy16juJMa513
https://goo.gl/forms/WADWRrcZ4aSAyznv1
https://goo.gl/forms/WADWRrcZ4aSAyznv1


Sixteen-year-old Aza never intended to pursue the mystery of fugitive billionaire Russell Pickett, but there’s a hundred-

thousand-dollar reward at stake and her Best and Most Fearless Friend, Daisy, is eager to investigate. So together, they 

navigate the short distance and broad divides that separate them from Russell Pickett’s son, Davis. 

Aza is trying. She is trying to be a good daughter, a good friend, a good student, and maybe even a good detective, while 

also living within the ever-tightening spiral of her own thoughts.  

In his long-awaited return, John Green, the acclaimed, award-winning author of Looking for Alaska and The Fault in Our 

Stars, shares Aza’s story with shattering, unflinching clarity in this brilliant novel of love, resilience, and the power of 

lifelong friendship. 

2. Challenger Deep by Neal Shusterman  

A captivating novel about mental illness that lingers long beyond the last page, Challenger Deep is a heartfelt tour de 

force by New York Times bestselling author Neal Shusterman. 

Caden Bosch is on a ship that's headed for the deepest point on Earth: Challenger Deep, the southern part of the 

Marianas Trench.Caden Bosch is a brilliant high school student whose friends are starting to notice his odd 

behavior.Caden Bosch is designated the ship's artist in residence to document the journey with images.Caden Bosch 

pretends to join the school track team but spends his days walking for miles, absorbed by the thoughts in his head. 

Caden Bosch is split between his allegiance to the captain and the allure of mutiny.Caden Bosch is torn. 

Challenger Deep is a deeply powerful and personal novel from one of today's most admired writers for teens. Laurie 

Halse Anderson, award-winning author of Speak, calls Challenger Deep "a brilliant journey across the dark sea of the 

mind; frightening, sensitive, and powerful. Simply extraordinary."  

3. The Bell Jar by Sylvia Plath  

Sylvia Plath's shocking, realistic, and intensely emotional novel about a woman falling into the grip of insanity 

Esther Greenwood is brilliant, beautiful, enormously talented, and successful, but slowly going under—maybe for the 

last time. In her acclaimed and enduring masterwork, Sylvia Plath brilliantly draws the reader into Esther's breakdown 

with such intensity that her insanity becomes palpably real, even rational—as accessible an experience as going to the 

movies. A deep penetration into the darkest and most harrowing corners of the human psyche, The Bell Jar is an 

extraordinary accomplishment and a haunting American classic. 

4. The Absolutely True Diary of a Part Time Indian  

Bestselling author Sherman Alexie tells the story of Junior, a budding cartoonist growing up on the Spokane Indian 

Reservation. Determined to take his future into his own hands, Junior leaves his troubled school on the rez to attend an 

all-white farm town high school where the only other Indian is the school mascot. 

Heartbreaking, funny, and beautifully written, The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, which is based on the 

author's own experiences, coupled with poignant drawings by Ellen Forney that reflect the character's art, chronicles the 

contemporary adolescence of one Native American boy as he attempts to break away from the life he was destined to 

live.  

English 11 or 12 

1. An Invisible Thread by Laura Schroff  

https://goo.gl/forms/ltgKsCMXBdvIyVYk1
https://goo.gl/forms/HeXgDybDblGusyoW2
https://goo.gl/forms/NTSC2nP4wwLiI88x2
https://goo.gl/forms/su6HRxfLxUOTixej2


Stopping was never part of the plan . . . She was a successful ad sales rep in Manhattan. He was a homeless, eleven-year-

old panhandler on the street. He asked for spare change; she kept walking. But then something stopped her in her tracks, 

and she went back. And she continued to go back, again and again. They met up nearly every week for years and built an 

unexpected, life-changing friendship that has today spanned almost three decades. 

2. The House of Mirth by Edith Wharton  

A black comedy of manners about vast wealth and a woman who can define herself only through the perceptions of 

others. The beautiful Lily Bart lives among the nouveaux riches of New York City – people whose millions were made in 

railroads, shipping, land speculation and banking. In this morally and aesthetically bankrupt world, Lily, age twenty-nine, 

seeks a husband who can satisfy her cravings for endless admiration and all the trappings of wealth. But her quest 

comes to a scandalous end when she is accused of being the mistress of a wealthy man. Exiled from her familiar world of 

artificial conventions, Lily finds life impossible. 

3. Tell Me Three Things by Julie Buxbaum  

Everything about Jessie is wrong. At least, that’s what it feels like during her first week of junior year at her new ultra-

intimidating prep school in Los Angeles. It’s been barely two years since her mother’s death, and because her father 

eloped with a woman he met online, Jessie has been forced to move across the country to live with her stepmonster and 

her pretentious teenage son, and to start at a new school where she knows no one. 

Just when she’s thinking about hightailing it back to Chicago, she gets an email from a person calling themselves 

Somebody/Nobody (SN for short), offering to help her navigate the wilds of Wood Valley High School. Is it an elaborate 

hoax? Or can she rely on SN for some much-needed help? 

In a leap of faith—or an act of complete desperation—Jessie begins to rely on SN, and SN quickly becomes her lifeline 

and closest ally. Jessie can’t help wanting to meet SN in person. But are some mysteries better left unsolved?  

4. Station Eleven by Emily St. John Mandel  

Kirsten Raymonde will never forget the night Arthur Leander, the famous Hollywood actor, had a heart attack on stage 

during a production of King Lear. That was the night when a devastating flu pandemic arrived in the city, and within 

weeks, civilization as we know it came to an end.  

Twenty years later, Kirsten moves between the settlements of the altered world with a small troupe of actors and 

musicians. They call themselves The Traveling Symphony, and they have dedicated themselves to keeping the remnants 

of art and humanity alive. But when they arrive in St. Deborah by the Water, they encounter a violent prophet who will 

threaten the tiny band’s existence. And as the story takes off, moving back and forth in time, and vividly depicting life 

before and after the pandemic, the strange twist of fate that connects them all will be revealed.  

LLD 9-12 

English 

1. The Thing About Jellyfish by Ali Benjamin  

Everyone says that it was an accident... that sometimes things "just happen". But Suzy won't believe it. Ever. After her 

best friend dies in a drowning accident, Suzy is convinced that the true cause of the tragedy was a rare jellyfish sting. 

Retreating into a silent world of imagination, she crafts a plan to prove her theory--even if it means traveling the globe, 

alone. Suzy's achingly heartfelt journey explores life, death, the astonishing wonder of the universe...and the potential 

for love and hope right next door. 

https://goo.gl/forms/gYWxZa8O48S7NVAf1
https://goo.gl/forms/5Ln9u2WauuNMxloa2
https://goo.gl/forms/VRcwRNTmvMqmPAhW2
https://goo.gl/forms/09acQt7c89INdnyp2


2. Percy Jackson and the Sea of Monsters  

After a summer spent trying to prevent a catastrophic war among the Greek gods, Percy Jackson finds his seventh-grade 

school year unnervingly quiet. His biggest problem is dealing with his new friend, Tyson-a six-foot-three, mentally 

challenged homeless kid who follows Percy everywhere, making it hard for Percy to have any "normal" friends. 

Now Percy and his friends-Grover, Annabeth, and Tyson-must retrieve the Golden Fleece from the Island of the Cyclopes 

by the end of the summer or Camp Half-Blood will be destroyed. But first, Percy will learn a stunning new secret about 

his family-one that makes him question whether being claimed as Poseidon's son is an honor or simply a cruel joke.  

FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCE 

1. Are You Really Going to Eat That?: Reflections of a Culinary Thrill Seeker by Robb Walsh  

From the top of the Blue Mountains of Jamaica for the perfect cup of coffee to the jungles of Thailand for an encounter 

with the abominably smelly “stinkfruit,” Robb Wals has traveled the globe, immersing himself in some of the world’s 

most interesting culinary phenomena. In Are You Really Going to Eat That? Walsh offers a collection of his best essays 

over the past ten years, along with some of his favorite recipes. 

For Walsh, food is a window on culture, and his essays brim with insights into our society and those around us. Whether 

he’s discussing halal organic farming with Muslims, traversing the steep hills of Trinidad in search of hot-sauce makers, 

or savoring the disappearing art of black Southern cooking with a inmate-chef in a Texas penitentiary, Walsh has a 

unique talent for taking our understanding of food to a deeper level." 

2. Yes, Chef a Memoir, by Marcus Samuelsson with Veronica Chambers 

Yes, Chef is a work of nonfiction. This book is his love letter to food and family in all its manifestations. Yes, Chef are 

chronicles of Samuelsson’s journey, from his grandmother’s kitchen to his arrival in New York City, where his outsize 

talent and ambition finally come together at Aquavit, earning him a New York Times three-star rating at the age of 

twenty-four. But Samuelsson’s career of chasing flavors had only just begun- in the intervening years, there have been 

White House state dinners, career crises, reality show triumphs, and, most important, the opening of Red Rooster in 

Harlem. 

MATHEMATICS 

1. The Unfinished Game by Keith J. Devlin 

Before the mid-seventeenth century, scholars generally agreed that it was impossible to predict something by 

calculating mathematical outcomes. One simply could not put a numerical value on the likelihood that a particular event 

would occur. Even the outcome of something as simple as a dice roll or the likelihood of showers instead of sunshine 

was thought to lie in the realm of pure, unknowable chance.The issue remained intractable until Blaise Pascal wrote to 

Pierre de Fermat in 1654, outlining a solution to the “unfinished game” problem: how do you divide the pot when 

players are forced to end a game of dice before someone has won? The idea turned out to be far more seminal than 

Pascal realized. From it, the two men developed the method known today as probability theory. 

In The Unfinished Game, mathematician and NPR commentator Keith Devlin tells the story of this correspondence and 

its remarkable impact on the modern world: from insurance rates, to housing and job markets, to the safety of cars and 

planes, calculating probabilities allowed people, for the first time, to think rationally about how future events might 

unfold.  

2. The Martian by Andy Weir 

https://goo.gl/forms/wKyDTkFLgGrROwyD2
https://goo.gl/forms/1nIlwPTkDvQbBceh2
https://goo.gl/forms/y1mnqUSCNS7Lz94O2
https://goo.gl/forms/UBugwi1ItsAtMsBD3
https://goo.gl/forms/6pdlEZtvhKKuNzwr1


Six days ago, astronaut Mark Watney became one of the first people to walk on Mars. 

Now, he's sure he'll be the first person to die there. 

After a dust storm nearly kills him and forces his crew to evacuate while thinking him dead, Mark finds himself stranded 

and completely alone with no way to even signal Earth that he’s alive—and even if he could get word out, his supplies 

would be gone long before a rescue could arrive. 

Chances are, though, he won't have time to starve to death. The damaged machinery, unforgiving environment, or plain-

old "human error" are much more likely to kill him first. 

But Mark isn't ready to give up yet. Drawing on his ingenuity, his engineering skills—and a relentless, dogged refusal to 

quit—he steadfastly confronts one seemingly insurmountable obstacle after the next. Will his resourcefulness be 

enough to overcome the impossible odds against him?  

3. The Calculus of Friendship: What a Teacher and a Student Learned about Life while Corresponding about Math by 

Steven Strogatz 

The Calculus of Friendship is the story of an extraordinary connection between a teacher and a student, as chronicled 

through more than thirty years of letters between them. What makes their relationship unique is that it is based almost 

entirely on a shared love of calculus. For them, calculus is more than a branch of mathematics; it is a game they love 

playing together, a constant when all else is in flux. The teacher goes from the prime of his career to retirement, 

competes in whitewater kayaking at the international level, and loses a son. The student matures from high school math 

whiz to Ivy League professor, suffers the sudden death of a parent, and blunders into a marriage destined to fail. Yet 

through it all they take refuge in the haven of calculus—until a day comes when calculus is no longer enough.  

4. The Joy of x: A Guided Tour of Math, from One to Infinity by Steven Strogatz 

Many people take math in high school and promptly forget much of it. But math plays a part in all of our lives all of the 

time, whether we know it or not. In The Joy of x, Steven Strogatz expands on his hit New York Times series to explain the 

big ideas of math gently and clearly, with wit, insight, and brilliant illustration. 

5. Women in Mathematics: The Addition of Difference (Race, Gender, and Science) by Claudia Henrion  

Mathematics is often described as the purest of the sciences, the least tainted by subjective or cultural influences. 

Theoretically, the only requirement for a life of mathematics is mathematical ability. And yet we see very few women 

mathematicians. Why? 

Based upon a series of ten intensive interviews with prominent women mathematicians throughout the United States, 

this book investigates the role of gender in the complex relationship between mathematician, the mathematical 

community, and mathematics itself. 

6. The One World Schoolhouse by Salman Khan 

Parents and politicians routinely bemoan the state of our education system. Statistics suggest we've fallen behind the 

rest of the world in literacy, math, and sciences. With a shrewd reading of history, Khan explains how this crisis 

presented itself, and why a return to "mastery learning," abandoned in the twentieth century and ingeniously revived by 

tools like the Khan Academy, could offer the best opportunity to level the playing field, and to give all of our children a 

world-class education now. 

7. Rise of the Rocket Girls by Nathalia Holt  

https://goo.gl/forms/vs0ejFWaxfFhSdrK2
https://goo.gl/forms/vs0ejFWaxfFhSdrK2
https://goo.gl/forms/YmwQm0T6IKmoxqdB2
https://goo.gl/forms/RUCUTLKKKXLWA0Gz2
https://goo.gl/forms/ZEvMLVrHYxqw91f12
https://goo.gl/forms/JsspU98wjJoFwXN02


The riveting true story of the women who launched America into space. In the 1940s and 50s, when the newly minted 

Jet Propulsion Laboratory needed quick-thinking mathematicians to calculate velocities and plot trajectories, they didn't 

turn to male graduates. Rather, they recruited an elite group of young women who, with only pencil, paper, and 

mathematical prowess, transformed rocket design, helped bring about the first American satellites, and made the 

exploration of the solar system possible.  

8. Secrets, Lies, and Algebra by Wendy Lichtman 

Tess loves math because it's the one subject she can trust—there's always just one right answer, and it never changes. 

But then she starts algebra and is introduced to those pesky and mysterious variables, which seem to be everywhere in 

eighth grade. When even your friends and parents can be variables, how in the world do you find out the right answers 

to the really important questions, like what to do about a boy you like or whom to tell when someone's done something 

really bad? 

9. Arithmetic by Paul Lockhart 

Paul Lockhart reveals arithmetic not as the rote manipulation of numbers—a practical if mundane branch of knowledge 

best suited for balancing a checkbook or filling out tax forms—but as a set of ideas that exhibit the fascinating and 

sometimes surprising behaviors usually reserved for higher branches of mathematics. The essence of arithmetic is the 

skillful arrangement of numerical information for ease of communication and comparison, an elegant intellectual craft 

that arises from our desire to count, add to, take away from, divide up, and multiply quantities of important things. Over 

centuries, humans devised a variety of strategies for representing and using numerical information, from beads and tally 

marks to adding machines and computers. Lockhart explores the philosophical and aesthetic nature of counting and of 

different number systems, both Western and non-Western, weighing the pluses and minuses of each. 

10. The Math Olympian by Richard Hoshino  

As a small-town girl in Nova Scotia bullied for liking numbers more than boys, and lacking the encouragement of her 

unsupportive single mother who frowns at her daughter’s unrealistic ambition, Bethany MacDonald's road to the 

International Math Olympiad has been marked by numerous challenges. Through persistence, perseverance, and the 

support of innovative mentors who inspire her with a love of learning, Bethany confronts these challenges and develops 

the creativity and confidence to reach her potential.  

LLD Math 

1. All the Math You'll Ever Need by Steve Slavin 

Need a calculator just to work out a 15 percent service charge? Not exactly sure how to get the calculator to give you 

the figure you need? Turn to this revised and updated edition of All the Math You'll Ever Need, the friendliest, funniest, 

and easiest workout program around. 

MUSIC 

1. Bach, Beethoven and the Boys by David W. Barber 

Bach, Beethoven and the Boys is a humorous book that chronicles the lives of the great (and not so great) composers as 

you've never read them before-exploring their romantic lives, exposing their foibles and expanding on our 

understanding of these all too human creatures. Filled with information, interesting facts and trivia, this hilarious history 

covers music from the Gregorian Chant to the mess we are in now. 

2. Traps—the Drum Wonder: The Life of Buddy Rich, by Mel Torme 

https://goo.gl/forms/wIaK17lRxpsE84qN2
https://goo.gl/forms/7iC8pJ5c5NtMHN1E2
https://goo.gl/forms/rzcoxnV46ewoXVMx2
https://goo.gl/forms/DkLjrBxYWSZjQYGu2
https://goo.gl/forms/IU2WKrfPWbS7d1fk1
https://goo.gl/forms/MG1dXSGRlhfUQNkG3


Buddy Rich, one of the most famous drummers of the Swing Era, starred in the Artie Shaw and Tommy Dorsey bands. His 

career started when he was two years old in his parents' vaudeville act, and by the time he was four, he was the highest 

paid child performer in the world. Torme packs this biography with vivid, often funny, personal anecdotes from his long 

friendship with a truly remarkable percussion artist. 

3. Who Am I?, by Peter Townshend 

The story of a man who is a Londoner and a Mod, wanted The Who to be called The Hair, loved The Everly Brothers, but 

not that "drawling dope" Elvis, smashed his first guitar onstage in 1964 by accident, inspired Jimi Hendrix's pyrotechnical 

stagecraft, stole his windmill guitar playing style from Keith Richards, followed Keith Moon off a hotel balcony into a 

pool and nearly died, almost died from drug and alcohol use, helped rescue Eric Clapton from heroin, is banned for life 

from Holiday Inns, is the most literary, literate musician of the last 50 years who planned to write his memoir when he 

was 21, and published this book at 67. 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION & HEALTH 

1. Start With Why: How Great Leaders Inspire Everyone to Take Action by Simon Sinek 

"A powerful and penetrating exploration of what separates great companies and great leaders from the rest." Polly 

LaBarre, coauthor of Mavericks at Work 

Why are some people and organizations more innovative, more influential, and more profitable than others? Why do 

some command greater loyalty? 

In studying the leaders who've had the greatest influence in the world, Simon Sinek discovered that they all think, act, 

and communicate in the exact same way-and it's the complete opposite of what everyone else does. People like Martin 

Luther King Jr., Steve Jobs, and the Wright Brothers might have little in common, but they all started with why. 

Drawing on a wide range of real-life stories, Sinek weaves together a clear vision of what it truly takes to lead and inspire. 

2. The Golden Rules - Bob Bowman 

Bob Bowman, best known as the coach for the record-breaking run of Michael Phelps, is one of the most successful 

coaches in sports history. He is lauded for his intense personality, incredible dedication to his athletes, and his ability to 

nurture talent in athletes who have the heart and drive to win. This is his motivational book about winning in all walks of 

life and what you have to do to get there. He presents ten key concepts that all people should live by. Inside, illuminated 

by spirited anecdotes, Bowman will teach you how to get gold out of every day by setting goals and getting motivated to 

achieve them. He will explain that taking risks is the key to success in any pursuit, and coach you on how you can 

become more risk-tolerant. 

By following The Golden Rules, you will learn through Bowman's expert coaching to visualize in order to achieve your 

goals, and that above all else, dedication to your training, your job, or whatever area it is you are seeking to triumph in is 

paramount for success. 

3. Leaders Eat Last by Simon Sinek 

The book synopsis: "The highly anticipated follow-up to the acclaimed bestseller Start With Why Simon Sinek's mission is 

to help people wake up every day inspired to go to work and return home every night fulfilled by their work. His first 

book, Start With Why, offered the essential starting point, explaining the power of focusing on WHY we do what we do, 

before getting into the details of WHAT and HOW.  

https://goo.gl/forms/r57Ou81HjPyl6bS43
https://goo.gl/forms/nGDjZ00wZRQmjhll2
https://goo.gl/forms/Thc0v3HLGGPDQZFq1
https://goo.gl/forms/zbMGnHxvSqkkuTrp1


4. What Made Maddy Run: The Secret Struggles and Death of an All-American Teen by Kate Fagan 

WHAT MADE MADDY RUN began as a piece that Kate Fagan, a columnist for espnW, wrote about Maddy's life. What 

started as a profile of a successful young athlete whose life ended in suicide became so much larger when Fagan started 

to hear from other college athletes also struggling with mental illness. This is the story of Maddy Holleran's life, and her 

struggle with depression, which also reveals the mounting pressures young people, and college athletes in particular, 

face to be perfect, especially in an age of relentless connectivity and social media saturation.  

5. My Shot - Balancing It All And Standing Tall by Sarah Durand 

Elena Delle Donne, 2015 WNBA MVP and 2016 Olympic gold medalist, shares her inspirational story of being a young 

basketball prodigy who gave up an impressive basketball scholarship for family and self-discovery. 

Elena Delle Donne has always forged her own path. During her first year of college, she walked away from a scholarship 

and chance to play for Geno Aurriema at UConn—the most prestigious women’s college basketball program—so she 

could stay in her home state of Delaware and be close to her older sister, Lizzie, who has several disabilities and can only 

communicate through hand-over-hand signing. 

out and questioning her passion for basketball, she attended the University of Delaware and took up volleyball for a year. 

Eventually she found her way back to her first love, playing basketball for the Blue Hens, ultimately leading them, a mid-

major team, to the Sweet Sixteen. She went on to become the second overall selection during the 2013 WNBA draft and 

the WNBA’s 2015 MVP. 

Elena Delle Donne delivers a powerful and motivational story of overcoming the challenges of competitive sports 

through balancing hard work and the support of a loving family.  

SCIENCE 

1. Astrophysics for People in a Hurry by Neil deGrasse Tyson 

What is the nature of space and time? How do we fit within the universe? How does the universe fit within us? There’s 

no better guide through these mind-expanding questions than acclaimed astrophysicist and best-selling author Neil 

deGrasse Tyson. He has revisited, modified, consolidated, and, in some cases, updated a number of essays from his 

Universe column from Natural History magazine. Twelve independent chapters address topics such as the origin and 

development of the universe, dark matter and dark energy, and how both technology and location (spatial and temporal) 

influence our understanding of the cosmos. The astrophysicist enthusiasm and sense of humor remain undiminished; 

few other science popularizers would think of writing, "I don't know about you, but the planet Saturn pops into my mind 

with every bite of a hamburger I take." 

2. The Story of Science: Aristotle Leads the Way- by Joy Hakim 

In this book, readers travel back in time to ancient Babylon, Egypt, Greece, India, and the Arab world. They explore the 

lives and ideas of people like Pythagoras, Archimedes, Brahmagupta, Al Khwarizmi, Fibonacci, Ptolemy, St. Augustine, 

and St. Thomas Aquinas. Those ancients asked questions that would eventually lead to modern science. They often got 

the wrong answers, but that question-asking was essential.  

3. To Engineer is Human: The Role of Failure in Successful Design by Henry Petroski 

Henry Petroski (February 6, 1942) is an American engineer specializing in failure analysis. A professor both of civil 

engineering and history at Duke University, he is also a prolific author. Petroski has written over a dozen books – 

beginning with To Engineer is Human: The Role of Failure in Successful Design In To Engineer is Human, an erudite 
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exposition of engineering failures, Henry Petroski explores the reasons designs and structures fail. He incorporates 

examples of everyday objects and basic designs as well as large complex design failures. 

4. To Engineer is Human: The Role of Failure in Successful Design by Henry Petroski 

Henry Petroski (February 6, 1942) is an American engineer specializing in failure analysis. A professor both of civil 

engineering and history at Duke University, he is also a prolific author. Petroski has written over a dozen books – 

beginning with To Engineer is Human: The Role of Failure in Successful Design In To Engineer is Human, an erudite 

exposition of engineering failures, Henry Petroski explores the reasons designs and structures fail. He incorporates 

examples of everyday objects and basic designs as well as large complex design failures. 

5. Lab Girl 

An illuminating debut memoir of a woman in science; a moving portrait of a longtime friendship; and a stunningly fresh 

look at plants that will forever change how you see the natural world. Acclaimed scientist Hope Jahren has built three 

laboratories in which she’s studied trees, flowers, seeds, and soil. Her first book is a revelatory treatise on plant life—but 

it is also so much more. 

6. The Soul of an Octopus by Sy Montgomery 

This book explores the emotional and physical world of the octopus—a surprisingly complex, intelligent, and spirited 

creature—and the remarkable connections it makes with humans. Scientists have only recently accepted the intelligence 

of dogs, birds, and chimpanzees but now are watching octopuses solve problems and are trying to decipher the meaning 

of the animal’s color-changing techniques. With her “joyful passion for these intelligent and fascinating creatures” 

(Library Journal Editors’ Spring Pick), Montgomery chronicles the growing appreciation of this mollusk as she tells a 

unique love story. By turns funny, entertaining, touching, and profound, The Soul of an Octopus reveals what octopuses 

can teach us about the meeting of two very different minds. 

7. Caesar’s Last Breath: Decoding the Secrets of the Air Around Us by Sam Kean 

Think, that when Julius Caesar died in 44 BC, his last breath might have contained about 2.5 X 1021 molecules of air. 

Those molecules have had enough time to spread evenly across the earth’s surface. So, you are inhaling thousands of 

those same molecules every day. This book is filled with hundreds of interesting facts such as this, while giving a 

fascinating history of the discovery of elements and molecules in air, their effects on life on earth, our uses of them and 

our effects on the atmosphere and its gases. 

. Like Crichton’s Jurassic Park, this novel blends modern technology, science, and fiction to warn us of developments in 

science and engineering, in this case nanotechnology, genetic engineering, and artificial intelligence. It provides an 

entertaining way to learn something new and possibly frightening while enjoying an interesting story. 

8. Micro by Michael Crichton 

This high-concept thriller follows a group of graduate students lured to Hawaii to work for a mysterious biotech 

company—only to find themselves cast out into the rain forest, with nothing but their scientific expertise and wits to 

protect them. An instant classic, Micro pits nature against technology in vintage Crichton fashion. Completed by 

visionary science writer Richard Preston, this boundary-pushing thriller melds scientific fact with pulse-pounding fiction 

to create yet another masterpiece of sophisticated, cutting-edge entertainment. 

9. What If?: Serious Scientific Answers to Absurd Hypothetical Questions by Randall Munro  
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Randall Munroe left NASA in 2005 to start up his hugely popular site XKCD 'a web comic of romance, sarcasm, math and 

language' which offers a witty take on the world of science and geeks. It now has 600,000 to a million page hits daily. 

Every now and then, Munroe would get emails asking him to arbitrate a science debate. 'My friend and I were arguing 

about what would happen if a bullet got struck by lightning, and we agreed that you should resolve it . . . ' He liked these 

questions so much that he started up What If. In pursuit of answers, Munroe runs computer simulations, pores over 

stacks of declassified military research memos, solves differential equations, and consults with nuclear reactor operators. 

His responses are masterpieces of clarity and hilarity, studded with memorable cartoons and infographics. They often 

predict the complete annihilation of humankind, or at least a really big explosion. 

10. Life on the Edge: The Coming of Age of Quantum Biology, by Johnjoe McFadden, Jim Al-Khalili  

New York Times Bestseller and an Amazon Best Science Book of 2015Life is the most extraordinary phenomenon in the 

known universe; but how did it come to be? Even in an age of cloning and artificial biology, the remarkable truth 

remains: nobody has ever made anything living entirely out of dead material. Life remains the only way to make life. Are 

we still missing a vital ingredient in its creation? Like Richard Dawkins' The Selfish Gene, which provided a new 

perspective on how evolution works, Life on the Edge alters our understanding of our world's fundamental dynamics. 

Bringing together first-hand experience at the cutting edge of science with unparalleled gifts of explanation, Jim Al-

Khalili and Johnjoe Macfadden reveal that missing ingredient to be quantum mechanics; the phenomena that lie at the 

heart of this most mysterious of sciences. Drawing on recent ground-breaking experiments around the world, each 

chapter in Life on the Edge engages by illustrating one of life's puzzles: How do migrating birds know where to go? How 

do we really smell the scent of a rose? How do our genes copy themselves with such precision? Life on the Edge 

accessibly reveals how quantum mechanics can answer these probing questions of the universe. Guiding the reader 

through the rapidly unfolding discoveries of the last few years, Al-Khalili and McFadden communicate the excitement of 

the explosive new field of quantum biology and its potentially revolutionary applications, while offering insights into the 

biggest puzzle of all: what is life? As they brilliantly demonstrate in these groundbreaking pages, life exists on the 

quantum edge.– Winner, Stephen Hawking Medal for Science Communication. 

Modern World History  

Modern World History Honors 

1. Empire of Cotton: A Global History - Sven Beckert 

The epic story of the rise and fall of the empire of cotton, its centrality to the world economy, and its making and 

remaking of global capitalism. 

Cotton is so ubiquitous as to be almost invisible, yet understanding its history is key to understanding the origins of 

modern capitalism. Sven Beckert’s rich, fascinating book tells the story of how, in a remarkably brief period, European 

entrepreneurs and powerful statesmen recast the world’s most significant manufacturing industry, combining imperial 

expansion and slave labor with new machines and wage workers to change the world. Here is the story of how, 

beginning well before the advent of machine production in the 1780s, these men captured ancient trades and skills in 

Asia, and combined them with the expropriation of lands in the Americas and the enslavement of African workers to 

crucially reshape the disparate realms of cotton that had existed for millennia, and how industrial capitalism gave birth 

to an empire, and how this force transformed the world. 

The empire of cotton was, from the beginning, a fulcrum of constant global struggle between slaves and planters, 

merchants and statesmen, workers and factory owners. Beckert makes clear how these forces ushered in the world of 

modern capitalism, including the vast wealth and disturbing inequalities that are with us today. The result is a book as 
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unsettling as it is enlightening: a book that brilliantly weaves together the story of cotton with how the present global 

world came to exist. 

Modern World History 

2. The Ghost Map: The Story of London’s Most Terrifying Epidemic—And How It Changed Science, Cities, and the 

Modern World by Johnson, Steven  

A National Bestseller, a New York Times Notable Book, and an Entertainment Weekly Best Book of the Year. It's the 

summer of 1854, and London is just emerging as one of the first modern cities in the world. But lacking the 

infrastructure-garbage removal, clean water, sewers-necessary to support its rapidly expanding population, the city has 

become the perfect breeding ground for a terrifying disease no one knows how to cure. As the cholera outbreak takes 

hold, a physician and a local curate are spurred to action-and ultimately solve the most pressing medical riddle of their 

time.In a triumph of multidisciplinary thinking, Johnson illuminates the intertwined histories of the spread of disease, 

the rise of cities, and the nature of scientific inquiry, offering both a riveting history and a powerful explanation of how it 

has shaped the world we live in.  

Foundations of Modern World History  

3. In My Hands: Memories of a Holocaust Rescuer by Irene Gut Opdyke and Jennifer Armstrong 

An amazing, courageous, uplifting autobiography about a brave teenager who was not afraid to get involved. Through 

this intimate and compelling memoir, we are witness to the growth of a hero.  

Irene Gut was just a girl when the war began: seventeen, a Polish patriot, a student nurse, a good Catholic girl. As the 

war progressed, the soldiers of two countries stripped her of all she loved -- her family, her home, her innocence -- but 

the degradations only strengthened her will. 

She began to fight back. Irene was forced to work for the German Army, but her blond hair, her blue eyes, and her youth 

bought her the relatively safe job of waitress in an officers' dining room. Here she picked up snatches of conversation 

along with the Nazis' dirty dishes and passed the information to Jews in the ghetto. She raided the German Warenhaus 

for food and blankets, smuggled people from the work camp into the forest, and successfully hid twelve Jews in a 

basement until the Germans' defeat. 

This young woman was determined to deliver her friends from evil. It was as simple and as impossible as that.  

LLD - Modern World History  
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for food and blankets, smuggled people from the work camp into the forest, and successfully hid twelve Jews in a 

basement until the Germans' defeat. 

This young woman was determined to deliver her friends from evil. It was as simple and as impossible as that.  

United States History One  

AP US History I 

Mr. President: How and Why the Founders Created a Chief Executive - by Ray Raphael 

The dramatic and penetrating story of the political maneuverings and personalities behind the creation of the office of 

the president, with ramifications that continue to this day. 

For the first time, by focusing closely on the dynamic give-and-take at the Constitutional Convention, Ray Raphael 

reveals how politics and personalities cobbled together a lasting, but flawed, executive office. Remarkably, the hero of 

this saga is Gouverneur Morris, a flamboyant, peg-legged delegate who pushed through his agenda with amazing 

political savvy, and not a little deceit. Without Morris’s perseverance, the nation would have a much weaker executive. 

Charting the presidency as it evolved during the administrations of Washington, Adams, and Jefferson, Raphael shows 

how, given the Constitution’s broad outlines, the president’s powers could easily be augmented but rarely diminished. 

Today we see the result—an office that has become more sweeping, more powerful, and more inherently partisan than 

the framers ever intended. And the issues of 1787—whether the Electoral College, the president’s war powers, or the 

extent of executive authority—continue to stir our political debates. 
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Mr. President: How and Why the Founders Created a Chief Executive - by Ray Raphael 

The dramatic and penetrating story of the political maneuverings and personalities behind the creation of the office of 

the president, with ramifications that continue to this day. 

For the first time, by focusing closely on the dynamic give-and-take at the Constitutional Convention, Ray Raphael 

reveals how politics and personalities cobbled together a lasting, but flawed, executive office. Remarkably, the hero of 

this saga is Gouverneur Morris, a flamboyant, peg-legged delegate who pushed through his agenda with amazing 

political savvy, and not a little deceit. Without Morris’s perseverance, the nation would have a much weaker executive. 

Charting the presidency as it evolved during the administrations of Washington, Adams, and Jefferson, Raphael shows 

how, given the Constitution’s broad outlines, the president’s powers could easily be augmented but rarely diminished. 

Today we see the result—an office that has become more sweeping, more powerful, and more inherently partisan than 

the framers ever intended. And the issues of 1787—whether the Electoral College, the president’s war powers, or the 

extent of executive authority—continue to stir our political debates. 

US History I 

Tried By War: Abraham Lincoln as Commander-in-Chief by James McPherson 

This study by preeminent, bestselling Civil War historian James M. McPherson provides a rare, fresh take on one of the 

most enigmatic figures in American history. Tried by War offers a revelatory (and timely) portrait of leadership during 

the greatest crisis our nation has ever endured. Suspenseful and inspiring, this is the story of how Lincoln, with almost 

no previous military experience before entering the White House, assumed the powers associated with the role of 
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Commander-in-Chief, and through his strategic insight and will to fight changed the course of the war and saved the 

Union.  

Foundations of US I 

Tried By War: Abraham Lincoln as Commander-in-Chief by James McPherson 

This study by preeminent, bestselling Civil War historian James M. McPherson provides a rare, fresh take on one of the 

most enigmatic figures in American history. Tried by War offers a revelatory (and timely) portrait of leadership during 

the greatest crisis our nation has ever endured. Suspenseful and inspiring, this is the story of how Lincoln, with almost 

no previous military experience before entering the White House, assumed the powers associated with the role of 

Commander-in-Chief, and through his strategic insight and will to fight changed the course of the war and saved the 

Union.  

United States History Two  

AP US History II 

1. Playing With fire - the 1968 Election and the Transformation of American Politics by Lawrence O’Donnell 

The 1968 U.S. Presidential election was the young Lawrence O’Donnell’s political awakening, and in the decades since it 

has remained one of his abiding fascinations. For years he has deployed one of America’s shrewdest political minds to 

understanding its dynamics, not just because it is fascinating in itself, but because in it is contained the essence of what 

makes America different, and how we got to where we are now. Playing With Fire represents O’Donnell’s master class in 

American electioneering, embedded in the epic human drama of a system, and a country, coming apart at the seams in 

real time. 

Nothing went according to the script. LBJ was confident he'd dispatch with Nixon, the GOP frontrunner; Johnson's 

greatest fear and real nemesis was RFK. But Kennedy and his team, despite their loathing of the president, weren't 

prepared to challenge their own party’s incumbent. Then, out of nowhere, Eugene McCarthy shocked everyone with his 

disloyalty and threw his hat in the ring to run against the president and the Vietnam War. A revolution seemed to be 

taking place, and LBJ, humiliated and bitter, began to look mortal. Then RFK leapt in, LBJ dropped out, and all hell broke 

loose. Two assassinations and a week of bloody riots in Chicago around the Democratic Convention later, and the old 

Democratic Party was a smoldering ruin, and, in the last triumph of old machine politics, Hubert Humphrey stood alone 

in the wreckage. 

Suddenly Nixon was the frontrunner, having masterfully maintained a smooth façade behind which he feverishly held his 

party’s right and left wings in the fold, through a succession of ruthless maneuvers to see off George Romney, Nelson 

Rockefeller, Ronald Reagan, and the great outside threat to his new Southern Strategy, the arch-segregationist George 

Wallace. But then, amazingly, Humphrey began to close, and so, in late October, Nixon pulled off one of the greatest 

dirty tricks in American political history, an act that may well meet the statutory definition of treason. The tone was set 

for Watergate and all else that was to follow, all the way through to today,  

 

AP US History II 

2. Political Tribes: Group Instinct and the Fate of Nations by Amy Chua 

Humans are tribal. We need to belong to groups. In many parts of the world, the group identities that matter most – the 

ones that people will kill and die for – are ethnic, religious, sectarian, or clan-based. But because America tends to see 
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the world in terms of nation-states engaged in great ideological battles – Capitalism vs. Communism, Democracy vs. 

Authoritarianism, the “Free World” vs. the “Axis of Evil” – we are often spectacularly blind to the power of tribal politics. 

Time and again this blindness has undermined American foreign policy. 

In both the Vietnam War and Iraq, Americans viewed the conflict through Cold War blinders. If we want to get our 

foreign policy right – so as to not be perpetually caught off guard and fighting unwinnable wars – the United States has 

to come to grips with political tribalism abroad. 

Just as Washington’s foreign policy establishment has been blind to the power of tribal politics outside the country, so 

too have American political elites been oblivious to the group identities that matter most to ordinary Americans – and 

that are tearing the United States apart. As the stunning rise of Donald Trump laid bare, identity politics have seized 

both the American left and right in an especially dangerous, racially inflected way. 

Chua argues that America must rediscover a national identity that transcends our political tribes. It is time for a more 

difficult unity that acknowledges the reality of group differences and fights the deep inequities that divide us. (Mr. 

Cullen) 

US History II 

1. Playing With fire - the 1968 Election and the Transformation of American Politics by Lawrence O’Donnell 

The 1968 U.S. Presidential election was the young Lawrence O’Donnell’s political awakening, and in the decades since it 

has remained one of his abiding fascinations. For years he has deployed one of America’s shrewdest political minds to 

understanding its dynamics, not just because it is fascinating in itself, but because in it is contained the essence of what 

makes America different, and how we got to where we are now. Playing With Fire represents O’Donnell’s master class in 

American electioneering, embedded in the epic human drama of a system, and a country, coming apart at the seams in 

real time. 

Nothing went according to the script. LBJ was confident he'd dispatch with Nixon, the GOP frontrunner; Johnson's 

greatest fear and real nemesis was RFK. But Kennedy and his team, despite their loathing of the president, weren't 

prepared to challenge their own party’s incumbent. Then, out of nowhere, Eugene McCarthy shocked everyone with his 

disloyalty and threw his hat in the ring to run against the president and the Vietnam War. A revolution seemed to be 

taking place, and LBJ, humiliated and bitter, began to look mortal. Then RFK leapt in, LBJ dropped out, and all hell broke 

loose. Two assassinations and a week of bloody riots in Chicago around the Democratic Convention later, and the old 

Democratic Party was a smoldering ruin, and, in the last triumph of old machine politics, Hubert Humphrey stood alone 

in the wreckage. 

Suddenly Nixon was the frontrunner, having masterfully maintained a smooth façade behind which he feverishly held his 

party’s right and left wings in the fold, through a succession of ruthless maneuvers to see off George Romney, Nelson 

Rockefeller, Ronald Reagan, and the great outside threat to his new Southern Strategy, the arch-segregationist George 

Wallace. But then, amazingly, Humphrey began to close, and so, in late October, Nixon pulled off one of the greatest 

dirty tricks in American political history, an act that may well meet the statutory definition of treason. The tone was set 

for Watergate and all else that was to follow, all the way through to today. 

US History II 

2. Political Tribes: Group Instinct and the Fate of Nations by Amy Chua 

Humans are tribal. We need to belong to groups. In many parts of the world, the group identities that matter most – the 

ones that people will kill and die for – are ethnic, religious, sectarian, or clan-based. But because America tends to see 
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the world in terms of nation-states engaged in great ideological battles – Capitalism vs. Communism, Democracy vs. 

Authoritarianism, the “Free World” vs. the “Axis of Evil” – we are often spectacularly blind to the power of tribal politics. 

Time and again this blindness has undermined American foreign policy. 

In both the Vietnam War and Iraq, Americans viewed the conflict through Cold War blinders. If we want to get our 

foreign policy right – so as to not be perpetually caught off guard and fighting unwinnable wars – the United States has 

to come to grips with political tribalism abroad. 

Just as Washington’s foreign policy establishment has been blind to the power of tribal politics outside the country, so 

too have American political elites been oblivious to the group identities that matter most to ordinary Americans – and 

that are tearing the United States apart. As the stunning rise of Donald Trump laid bare, identity politics have seized 

both the American left and right in an especially dangerous, racially inflected way. 

Chua argues that America must rediscover a national identity that transcends our political tribes. It is time for a more 

difficult unity that acknowledges the reality of group differences and fights the deep inequities that divide us. 

Foundations of US History II 

In My Hands: Memories of a Holocaust Rescuer by Irene Gut Opdyke and Jennifer Armstrong 

An amazing, courageous, uplifting autobiography about a brave teenager who was not afraid to get involved. Through 

this intimate and compelling memoir, we are witness to the growth of a hero. 

Irene Gut was just a girl when the war began: seventeen, a Polish patriot, a student nurse, a good Catholic girl. As the 

war progressed, the soldiers of two countries stripped her of all she loved -- her family, her home, her innocence -- but 

the degradations only strengthened her will. 

She began to fight back. Irene was forced to work for the German Army, but her blond hair, her blue eyes, and her youth 

bought her the relatively safe job of waitress in an officers' dining room. Here she picked up snatches of conversation 

along with the Nazis' dirty dishes and passed the information to Jews in the ghetto. She raided the 

German Warenhaus for food and blankets, smuggled people from the work camp into the forest, and successfully hid 

twelve Jews in a basement until the Germans' defeat. 

This young woman was determined to deliver her friends from evil. It was as simple and as impossible as that. 
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This young woman was determined to deliver her friends from evil. It was as simple and as impossible as that. 

Non AP Elective Courses 

Psychology 

The Brain, The Story of You by David Eagleman 

Summary:Neuroscientist and novelist Eagleman reports on many big, recent neuroscience developments in this 

deceptively simple look at the universe's most complex known object: the human brain. Much of Eagleman's work 

covers scientists' ever-increasing appreciation of human brain plasticity. And he effectively unveils the stunning degree 

to which "we can now hack our own hardware" in order to understand, and better, ourselves. 

Introduction to Economics 

Outliers: The Story of Success by Malcolm Gladwell 

Outliers: The Story of Success, sets out to explain the various factors that lead to mastery and renown. The book itself is 

structured as a series of case studies that span different cultures and different time periods, but that all relate to a few 

central theses and theories." This text is a behavioral approach to economics that examines how minor details/flaws in 

systems allow for individuals and groups to have greater success than others in their lives and professions as well as 

implicatiElective AP Courses 

AP Government and Politics 

Mr. President: How and Why the Founders Created a Chief Executive - by Ray Raphael 

The dramatic and penetrating story of the political maneuverings and personalities behind the creation of the office of 

the president, with ramifications that continue to this day. 

For the first time, by focusing closely on the dynamic give-and-take at the Constitutional Convention, Ray Raphael 

reveals how politics and personalities cobbled together a lasting, but flawed, executive office. Remarkably, the hero of 

this saga is Gouverneur Morris, a flamboyant, peg-legged delegate who pushed through his agenda with amazing 

political savvy, and not a little deceit. Without Morris’s perseverance, the nation would have a much weaker executive. 

Charting the presidency as it evolved during the administrations of Washington, Adams, and Jefferson, Raphael shows 

how, given the Constitution’s broad outlines, the president’s powers could easily be augmented but rarely diminished. 

Today we see the result—an office that has become more sweeping, more powerful, and more inherently partisan than 

the framers ever intended. And the issues of 1787—whether the Electoral College, the president’s war powers, or the 

extent of executive authority—continue to stir our political debates. 

AP European History 

Empire of Cotton: A Global History - Sven Beckert 

The epic story of the rise and fall of the empire of cotton, its centrality to the world economy, and its making and 

remaking of global capitalism. 

Cotton is so ubiquitous as to be almost invisible, yet understanding its history is key to understanding the origins of 

modern capitalism. Sven Beckert’s rich, fascinating book tells the story of how, in a remarkably brief period, European 

entrepreneurs and powerful statesmen recast the world’s most significant manufacturing industry, combining imperial 

expansion and slave labor with new machines and wage workers to change the world. Here is the story of how, 
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beginning well before the advent of machine production in the 1780s, these men captured ancient trades and skills in 

Asia, and combined them with the expropriation of lands in the Americas and the enslavement of African workers to 

crucially reshape the disparate realms of cotton that had existed for millennia, and how industrial capitalism gave birth 

to an empire, and how this force transformed the world. 

The empire of cotton was, from the beginning, a fulcrum of constant global struggle between slaves and planters, 

merchants and statesmen, workers and factory owners. Beckert makes clear how these forces ushered in the world of 

modern capitalism, including the vast wealth and disturbing inequalities that are with us today. The result is a book as 

unsettling as it is enlightening: a book that brilliantly weaves together the story of cotton with how the present global 

world came to exist.  

AP Psychology 

The Brain, The Story of You by David Eagleman 

Summary:Neuroscientist and novelist Eagleman reports on many big, recent neuroscience developments in this 

deceptively simple look at the universe's most complex known object: the human brain. Much of Eagleman's work 

covers scientists' ever-increasing appreciation of human brain plasticity. And he effectively unveils the stunning degree 

to which "we can now hack our own hardware" in order to understand, and better, ourselves.  

AP Microeconomics 

Outliers: The Story of Success by Malcolm Gladwell 

Outliers: The Story of Success, sets out to explain the various factors that lead to mastery and renown. The book itself is 

structured as a series of case studies that span different cultures and different time periods, but that all relate to a few 

central theses and theories." This text is a behavioral approach to economics that examines how minor details/flaws in 

systems allow for individuals and groups to have greater success than others in their lives and professions as well as 

implications and unintended side-effects, known as externalities, from these systems. 

Chinese 

Oracle Bones – Peter Hessler 

A century ago, outsiders saw China as a place where nothing ever changes. Today the country has become one of the 

most dynamic regions on earth. In Oracle Bones, Peter Hessler explores the human side of China's transformation, 

viewing modern-day China and its growing links to the Western world through the lives of a handful of ordinary people. 

In a narrative that gracefully moves between the ancient and the present, the East and the West, Hessler captures the 

soul of a country that is undergoing a momentous change before our eyes. 

Latin 

The Eagle of the Ninth by Rosemary Sutcliff 

Set in Roman Britain this story is of a young Roman officer who sets out to discover the truth behind the mysterious 

disappearance of the Ninth Legion, who marched into the mists of Northern Britain and never returned. 

French 

1. The Fall of France: The Nazi Invasion of 1940 by Julian Jackson 

https://goo.gl/forms/PGDn1WMghXTSBLYJ3
https://goo.gl/forms/jdOkrpn9YyNIOZw43
https://goo.gl/forms/orrUrEMzmxZ1hlBf1
https://goo.gl/forms/eozquk2Vc7hpE4uD3
https://goo.gl/forms/yF7mwTgSSLI6kCRz1


This new book by Julian Jackson, a leading historian of twentieth-century France, charts the breathtakingly rapid events 

that led to the defeat and 

surrender of one of the greatest bastions of the Western Allies, and thus to a dramatic new phase of the Second World 

War. 

2. The Little Prince by Saint Exupery 

Based in the 1943 classic book of the same name by Antoine de Saint-Exupéry, the fable tells the story of an aviator 

(played by Richard Kiley) forced to make an emergency landing in the Sahara Desert. There he is befriended by a young 

boy, the Little Prince, who had descended to Earth from Asteroid B-612. In the days that follow, The Pilot hears about his 

past and various journeys throughout the solar system.  

As he travels through space, the Little Prince encounters several strange grown-ups on different planetoids, all with a 

skewed or curious way of looking at life. But it is not until he finally reaches Earth, that the Little Prince learns his most 

important life lessons of all, mainly from The Fox (Gene Wilder), and The Snake (Bob Fosse). Before the Little Prince dies, 

he shares those lessons with The Pilot. Although The Pilot tries to keep the Little Prince alive, the boy disappears in the 

morning and The Pilot searches for him in the desert but gives up after realizing that the Little Prince never existed. Soon 

The Pilot is able to start his plane and flies away but hears the laughter of the Little Prince in the starry night; he believes 

the boy has returned to space. 

Spanish 

1. When I Was Puerto Rican by Esmeralda Santiago 

Esmeralda Santiago's story begins in rural Puerto Rico, where her childhood was full of both tenderness and domestic 

strife, tropical sounds and sights as well as poverty. Growing up, she learned the proper way to eat a guava, the sound of 

tree frogs in the mango groves at night, the taste of the delectable sausage called morcilla, and the formula for ushering 

a dead baby's soul to heaven. As she enters school we see the clash, both hilarious and fierce, of Puerto Rican and 

Yankee culture. When her mother, Mami, a force of nature, takes off to New York with her seven, soon to be eleven 

children, Esmeralda, the oldest, must learn new rules, a new language, and eventually take on a new identity. In this first 

volume of her much-praised, bestselling trilogy, Santiago brilliantly recreates the idyllic landscape and tumultuous family 

life of her earliest years and her tremendous journey from the barrio to Brooklyn, from translating for her mother at the 

welfare office to high honors at Harvard. 

2. In the Time of the Butterflies by Julia Alvarez 

It is November 25, 1960, and three beautiful sisters have been found near their wrecked Jeep at the bottom of a 150-

foot cliff on the north coast of the Dominican Republic. The official state newspaper reports their deaths as accidental. It 

does not mention that a fourth sister lives. Nor does it explain that the sisters were among the leading opponents of Gen. 

Rafael Leonidas Trujillo’s dictatorship. It doesn’t have to. Everybody knows of Las Mariposas―“The Butterflies.”  

3. The Queen of Water by Laura Resau 

Born in an Andean village in South America, Virginia lives with her large family in a small, earthen-walled dwelling. In her 

village of indígenas, it is not uncommon to work in the fields all day, even as a child, or to be called a stupid Indian by 

members of the ruling class of mestizos, or Spanish descendants. When seven-year-old Virginia is taken from her village 

to be a servant to a mestizo couple, she has no idea what the future holds. Based on a true story, The Queen of Water 

recounts one girl's unforgettable journey to self-discovery. 

https://goo.gl/forms/mNP8Gi76XVOGNz8p1
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FThe_Little_Prince&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGa9YlQphvyEVcBto_DaY1hm2Pb-A
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FAntoine_de_Saint-Exup%25C3%25A9ry&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGUaPiB9tP2hb-G_pxAW20xK3UUOg
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FFable&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNE3i2W2vbNzzUpWB01n5QqOFhxXkw
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FAviation&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGEmof9BcM5NRUnuH_T8eKa_eOteA
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FRichard_Kiley&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGCyz3I1E4l6SRkyocUn-4eoLiogg
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FSahara_Desert&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEPtmebeCFC9kCEwWxEO7TTnNjzsA
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FAsteroid&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNECAOp-Tg-z3blg0ANkj9n71A7rvQ
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FSolar_system&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGDzXndButWCdsL3TG7nTzuYffFWQ
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FGene_Wilder&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNErXb2UrJPiZs5LqOp7nOC-xIOLAQ
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FBob_Fosse&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEvYZUf1_8DAkx9woftFOOIcz1R2A
https://goo.gl/forms/8Y5H2PfFTKnrtnTU2
https://goo.gl/forms/XR4DsFHcElzjAdpv1
https://goo.gl/forms/pccLV8zb3pxHwnd72


4. Let Me Speak by Domitila Barrios translated by Victoria Ortiz 

First published in English in 1978, this classic book contains the testimony of Domitila Barrios de Chungara, the wife of a 

Bolivian tin miner. Blending firsthand accounts with astute political analysis, Domitila describes the hardships endured 

by Bolivia's vast working class and her own efforts at organizing women in the mining community. The result is a 

gripping narrative of class struggle and repression, an important social document that illuminates the reality of capitalist 

exploitation in 1970s Bolivia. Domitila Barrios de Chungara was born in 1937 in the Siglo XX mining town in Bolivia. She 

became politically active in the 1960s and, in 1975, participated in the UN International Women's Year Tribunal in 

Mexico. In 2005 she was nominated alongside 999 other "Peace Women" for a collective Nobel Peace Prize.  

ESL 

Tucker Everlasting by Natalie Babbit 

Blessed with--or doomed to--eternal life after drinking from a magic spring, the Tuck family wanders about trying to live 

as inconspicuously and comfortably as they can. When ten-year-old Winnie Foster stumbles on their secret, the Tucks 

take her home and explain why living forever at one age is less of a blessing than it might seem. 

 

https://goo.gl/forms/Ieqcq74dB0fvRqhz2
https://goo.gl/forms/KCC27iC1POvOdzx02

